Video Notes: America the Story of Us Episode 3 Westward
· 300-million years B.C. a meteorite the size of Central Park with the force of 100,000 atomic bombs slammed into the Appalachian Mountains forming the Cumberland Gap.
· When settlers passed through the Cumberland Gap and went westward it would help make the U.S.
· In 1775 the land west of the Cumberland Gap belonged to Britain, France, Spain, and hundreds of Native American groups.

· 3,000 miles of fertile land existed for anyone who could conquer it. Thousands of tons of gold and silver also existed. Conquering this land required extraordinary people.

· In March 1775 frontiersman Daniel Boone and his 30 men slashed through the Cumberland Gap to tap the riches beyond.

· The frontier was the place where America would define itself.

· The King of England outlawed settlers west of the Proclamation Line and illegal settlers were evicted and arrested.

· Daniel Boone defied authority and pushed west anyways. They took no supplies and lived off the land. Boone described the daily struggle against nature, animals, and natives but they took pride in living of the land.

· The Shawnee natives planned to defend their lands at all costs. The year before the Shawnee kidnapped and tortured Boone’s brother James to death.

· On March 25, 1775 Boone crossed into Shawnee territory. The Shawnee ambushed Boone’s camp. Boone fled while those who were captured were scalped and killed.

· Boone persevered and pushed west despite the danger. 50 of Boone’s men died setting Kentucky. Within 20-years, 200,000 Americans settled the territory.

· Land hunger became a fever.
· In 1803, President Thomas Jefferson bought the vast Louisiana Territory from Napoleon.
· 500,000,000 acres were bought for a price of 3-cents per acre. 

· Now America had a mission into the unknown territory.

· Merriweather Louis & William Clark explored and mapped the territory in May 1804.

· The Rockies were unknown and mythical at the time. They were also treacherous. They were 90 separate mountain ranges 3,000-miles long.

· After a few weeks in Rockies the men ran out of food. They killed and ate their pack animals. But they survived due to a 16-year old Shoshone Native American girl named Sacagawea.

· In 1805 Clark noted the Pacific Ocean was in view. They were the first to reach the Pacific over land.

· The men also noted 300 new species of wildlife and many new plants. Their journals also noted another important thing- beavers.

· Beaver pelts were traded with Native Americans for guns, knives, and salt. They were also a high fashion commodity for the rich in Europe.

· The beaver pelts in the Rockies were thicker and warmer. They were more valuable.

· October 1823, new mountain men headed west as trappers. They used iron traps to trap beavers and make a fortune selling the pelts.

· Mountain men walked 1,000-miles per year and trapped 600 beavers in a season.

· Many worked with the Native Americans who showed them the terrain, sold them horses, and nursed sick men back to health.

· The tribes of North America adapted themselves to live in any conditions.

· Jedidiah Smith used the Natives to open up the west to trappers but one day he was attacked by a Grizzly Bear, which taught the men to be cautious.

· 100,000 Grizzlies were the biggest obstacle. They did not fear men and the posed a constant risk of danger. Today there are only 2,000 left.

· After the attack Jed Smith’s men sewed his lacerated face back together and the men pushed on. This was frontier grit, rugged individualism, and survival.

· The paths Smith forged became settled and eventually became highways for settlers.
· May 1846 thousands of men, women, and children rode and walked west along wagon trails. Germans, Belgians, French, Catholics, Protestants, Mormons, all headed west in a mass migration to Oregon and California.

· The American dream was to make an already good life even better. They walked 10-miles per day for 6-months to reach the west coast.

· These were not poor families but those who saved up money and left everything behind to make a new and better life for themselves in the west.

· Wagons carried 1,000 pounds of supplies and food. They drank the water collected on the wagon’s canvas, and used the oxen’s dung to fuel fires.

· The pioneering spirit was formed in the move west.

· Native Americans charged to pass on roads and for assistance across rivers.

· 20,000 Americans died reaching the west (10-graves per mile).

· June 1846 a wagon train headed west led by George Donner. His wife was a school teacher. 

· Women gave birth along the way and then continued on.

· The journey was tough but things were going well.

· The one final obstacle in their way to California was the Sierra Nevada Mountains. They needed to cross before winter.

· As the party reached Utah, George Donner led a splinter party off from the main group. He read a guide book that suggested saving 400-miles and two weeks by traveling on the Hastings Cutoff.

· The guide book was wrong and the shortcut actually added 100-miles.

· High in the Sierra Nevada the Donner Party reached the Truckee Pass, only 30-miles from California.
· They broke an axle and stopped to make repairs but that night 5-feet of snow fell. Soon the drifts of snow was 60-feet deep.

· The Donner Party would be stranded for 5-months but they ate all of their food in just 3-weeks. Then they ate their pack animals. Next they ate charred bones, bark, twigs, leaves, and dirt. Finally they turned to cannibalism.
· In Christmas 1846 the Donner Party ate their first human. Bodies were cut up and the meat was labeled so people did not eat their own relatives. 

· George Donner’s skull was found split open and the brain was removed.

· The Truckee Pass was renamed the Donner Pass. Today it is the Lincoln Highway.

· Deep in the Sierra Nevada Mountains was the largest seam of gold the world has ever seen.
· The American nation was growing and expanding. Mexico was even bigger than America in March 1846.

· The Mexicans invited American settlers into Texas but soon they outnumbered Mexicans there 10 to 1. The Settlers did not honor their agreement with Mexico. They began to push for independence.

· In 1846 at the Alamo the Mexicans tried to stop the Texas in their bid for independence. The shots that killed Davy Crocket and the other men spread across America. The women and children were spared but the rallying cry soon spread everywhere “Remember the Alamo!”

· American soon fought a war for Mexican lands. Texas was won and California was fought for and bought.

· Shortly after gold was discovered in California.

· Within the quartz there were large seams of gold. It is one of the densest on the planet. As rocks eroded, gold was exposed.

· In 1848 carpenter James Marshall found a 3-ounce nugget in the river. News of his discovery spread across the world. The gold rush was on.

· Within a year amateur prospectors flooded to California.

· In two years the population of California went from 15,000 to 100,000.
· Soon panning was replaced by sluice boxes that rescanned for anything the first prospectors missed.

· Breakfast cost 10-times what it did in the east and tools and supplies skyrocketed in price.

· 200 ships were abandoned in San Francisco Harbor as their crews deserted to find gold.

· Shallow graves were found in California and some prospectors buried the dead in deeper graves.

· Many found gold but did not get as much as they dreamed for. Within just 5-years the gold rush was over.

· Out of 300,000 that came to find gold, less than 1 in 100 got rich.

· Fortunes were made by the merchants and land owners who supplied the miners.

· Towns and cities in California sprung up.

· October 1818 a 9-year old boy comforted his mother as she was on her deathbed. At 18, the boy became a man on the frontier. The boy’s family followed Daniel Boone’s trail into Kentucky and his father pushed further into Indiana. The settler was Abraham Lincoln.
· Settler families of 10 or more lived in simple log cabins and the wilderness provided everything they needed. Life expectancy was half of what it is today.
· Lincoln’s family and others settled the west in 4-generations. Forests were cleared on an average of 5-acres per family per year.

· One problem that they faced was Native Americans. The setters could not imagine life living near Native American so they pushed them further and further westward.

· In 1830 President Andrew Jackson declared a new policy to forcibly remove Native Americans to tribal reservations. The bill passed Congress by a single vote- Cherokee, Seminole, Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, etc.

· The Cherokee forced march of 1,000-miles became known as the Trail of Tears.

· It symbolizes what happened to the native people- now the west was opened for business.

· The Mississippi River became the lifeline, connecting the west to the outside world. It was the only way to sell their produce and goods to the rest of the world.

· Flatboat rafts were built to bring goods to market. Abraham Lincoln brought goods on rafts early in his life. Once in New Orleans the wood from the raft were sold for lumber and then the farmer walked back home (800-miles).

· The steamboat was an invention that shrunk distances. It traveled 50-miles per day. The early models were dangerous and many exploded. Their number tripled in a decade and made the Midwest America’s powerhouse.
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